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Dreamee Dog’s
Illuminated Manuscript

Egg Art

Dreamee Dog decorated eggs from The Book of Kells. This hand copied edition of the Four 
Gospels is the most famous medieval illuminated manuscript. Illuminated manuscripts were 
inscribed in Latin calligraphy and illustrated with ornamental details from biblical stories by monks 
and nuns during the Middle Ages. These manuscripts were typically on parchment or vellum 
sheets and bound. The Book of Kells dates to around 800 CE. About 30 pages of the entire book 
are illustrated with unique ornaments. These ornaments are considered the best examples of 
Celtic Christian art. Until 1440, all books were hand copied, which made them very expensive. Did 
you know the first book ever printed on a press was the Bible?

Icon of Saint John – Medieval icon of Saint John. The egg features the symbol of John 
from the Symbols of the four Evangelists on page 27V of the Book of Kells. The background is the 
full page ornament from John 1:1 page 292R of the Book of Kells.

Icon of Saint Luke – Medieval icon of Saint Luke. The egg features the symbol of Luke 
from the Symbols of the four Evangelists on page 27V of the Book of Kells. The background is the 
full page ornament from Luke 4:1 page 203R of the Book of Kells.

Portrait of Saint John – Portrait of Saint John page 291V of the Book of Kells. The egg 
features a full page ornament from John 1:1 page 292R of the Book of Kells.

Icon of Saint Matthew – Medieval icon of Saint Matthew. The egg features the symbol of 
Matthew from the Symbols of the four Evangelists on page 27V of the Book of Kells. The 
background is the table of the descent of Christ from Matthew 1:1 page 29R of the Book of 
Kells.

The Virgin and Child – The Virgin and Child page 7V of the Book of Kells. The egg features 
the Chi Rho ornament from Matthew 1:18 on page 34R of the Book of Kells. The background is 
the full page ornament from Luke 23:56-24:1 page 285R of the Book of Kells.

Icon of Saint Mark – Medieval icon of Saint Mark. The egg features the symbol of Mark 
from the Symbols of the four Evangelists on page 27V of the Book of Kells. The background is an 
ornament from Mark 15:25 page 183R of the Book of Kells.
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